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I N  T H E  D I S T R I C T

School Improvement Bond fails on first try

Slow cooker donations warm hearts
Tw o  m o n t h s  a g o,  Ra n d y 

McElliott helped distribute over 
1,000 Thanksgiving baskets to 
the Bethel community.  As the co-
director of Parkway Community 
Services, McElliott sees a lot of 
need in our community and he 
reached out to the United Way of 
Pierce County to apply for a grant 
to boost the amount of help his 
organization was able to provide.

Thanks to the $7,500 grant, 
f ive  schools  in  the  Bethel 
School District are now part of 
the United Way’s Power Pack 
program, a weekend backpack 
program that provides food for 
students to take home on Fridays. 
Counselors at the five elementary 
schools – Centennial, Graham, 
Shining Mountain, Spanaway, 
and Thompson – have each 
designated 10 to 15 students 
for the new program. Since 
December, those students have 
been going home with some 
much needed nourishment on 
the weekends.

A typical backpack will contain 
cans of soup, instant oatmeal, 
granola bars, ramen, juice boxes, 
fruit and snacks. “We have about 
10-12 items in each bag,” said 
McElliott.

There are 60 Bethel students in 
the Power Pack program so far. 
Dianne Breen has been the social 
worker at Spanaway Elementary 
for more than 30 years. Before this, 
sending food home on Friday was 
not easy to do. “We would go and 
pull things – because we have a 
small food bank – so we would go 
pull things for kids if we knew that 
they needed it.” But, she said, the 
Power Pack program has changed 
that dynamic in a big way. “The 
kids really love it. It’s so nice to 
have something to count on. 
Sandy Seigel brings us bread also, 
so we add bread to the backpacks, 
or send the bread home earlier in 
the week.”

McElliott said sending food 
home with the students is a good 
thing, but there’s a problem. 
“We’re sending these for one 
child, but there’s a whole family 
at home,” he said. How can one 
backpack feed a family in need?

Shannon Saulsbury is the 
United Way’s Hunger Initiative 
Contractor. In working with 
the Hunger Free Pierce County 
Collaborative, she’s encountered 
this issue before, and has come 
up with a solution – slow cookers.

“This is one of the ideas that 

we developed in collaboration 
with the Peninsula Community 
Foundation, who spearheaded 
this  s low cooker idea with 
their backpack program,” said 
Saulsbury. “Realizing that a lot 
of students don’t have healthy 
meals on the weekends, and a 
lot of families don’t have ovens, 
stovetops or pots and pans, let 
alone the ingredients to be able to 
make healthy meals, we’ve gotten 
over 525 slow cookers out to our 
Power Pack partners.” Those 
partners are all over the south 
sound, from Orting to Eatonville, 
and now Bethel.

In January, Bethel received over 
30 slow cookers from the United 
Way. The counselors at the five 
Power Pack schools will designate 
families for the slow cookers, who 
will then pick them up from the 
school and take them home, along 
with some soup kits. 

United Way has given out over 
700 of those soup kits, to get 
families started using the new 
slow cookers. The kits include 
the ingredients for hearty, healthy 

Sign up in March 
for Kindergarten!

Kindergarten registration 
b e g i n s  M a rc h  2 8 .   A l l 
elementary schools offer 
free,  a l l -day programs.  
Parents are required to 
submit certification of the 
child’s birth date, a complete 
Certificate of Immunization 
Status, and verification of 
residency at the time of 
registration. Enrollment 
forms are available at all 
neighborhood schools. To 
participate, students must be 
5 years old on or before Aug., 
31, 2016. 

Dual Language Option
Thompson Elementary 

o f f e r s  a  Sp a n i s h  D u a l 
L a n g u a g e  p r o g r a m  f o r 
children in the district. 
Openings are available this 
year in kindergarten and first 
grade.  To learn more about 
this program visit www.
bethelsd.org/Domain/318.

For all other questions 
regarding kindergar ten 
enrollment, please call your 
neighborhood school or the 
Office of Elementary Schools 
at 253.683.6014.

Bethel wasn’t the only district 
with a bond on the ballot this 
February, but it was one of the 
only districts that failed to get the 
votes it needed to pass.

With all of the ballots counted, 
the measure had a 57.40% 
approval. That’s about 450 ‘YES’ 
votes shy of the 60% required  to 
pass school bonds.

While the results were a bit 
disappointing, the school board 
is encouraged that so many 
residents saw value in the $236.7 
million proposal. So , the Board of 
Directors has decided to give the 
community one more chance to 
vote on the bond. 

The bonds would relieve 
overcrowding, maintain equitable 
and safe schools, and finance 
building repairs; replace, renovate 

continued on page 7

or expand Bethel, Challenger and 
Graham-Kapowsin High Schools, 
Cedarcrest Middle School, and 
Evergreen and Naches Trail 
Elementary Schools; construct 
one elementary school and 
a school district–community 
swimming pool; purchase land 
for a future school and improve 
high school athletic fields. Seven 
elementary schools (Camas 
Prairie, Centennial, Elk Plain, 
Graham, Kapowsin, Rocky Ridge 
and Roy) and two middle schools 
(Bethel and Frontier) would 
receive HVAC replacements, 
emergency generators and/or 
building modifications. 

Cr i t ica l  projects  include 
replacement of failing roofs and 
portable classrooms; installation 
of new plumbing, heating and 

Voters get a second chance at measure in April 

Supporters from North Star Elementary rally and wave signs at the intersection of 224th Street East and Meridian Avenue East during the recent 
February campaign.  Photo courtesy of  Kathy Horton-Schmidt.

Congratulations to 
our new National 
Board Certificated 
Teachers!

Two more teachers have 
reached the ‘gold standard’ 
for instructional practices. 
Dr. Mary Fischer works in the 
district’s early learning program 
at Thompson Preschool and 
Amanda Noble is a teacher 
at Frederickson Elementary. 
The women were recognized 
for attaining National Board 
Certification at the Jan. 26 
school board meeting. 

Re c e i v i n g  t h i s  l e v e l  o f 
certification requires intensive 
study, expert evaluation, self-
assessment and peer review.

To date, 82 Bethel teachers 
have attained this high level of 
proficiency. 

cool ing systems,  e lectr ical 
and technology infrastructure; 
additional space for smaller 
class sizes; site and security 
improvements;  and energy 
conservation measures. These 
improvements will  upgrade 
existing facilities to address safety, 
code, health and educational 
standards. 

In case voters reject the proposal 
again, the superintendent is 
considering possible next steps. 

“The reality is that the future 
we face has not changed.  We have 
schools that are getting packed 
with more students every year (900 
in the last two years) and other 
school buildings that are reaching 
the end of their useful lives,” 
said superintendent Tom Seigel. 
“These school buildings will still 

need to be replaced, repaired 
and modernized. Delaying will 
simply cause the cost of these 
construction projects to go up.“

Seigel says the consequences 
for not passing the bond could 
include school reboundary, 
especially at the high school 
level; class size increases because 
of a lack of new classroom space; 
continued lack of safe, playable 
field space for athletics and 
recreation; and although not 
contemplated for the near term, 
it is also possible that Bethel may 
have to go back to year-round 
schools to accommodate student 
growth. 

Residents have until March 28 
to register to vote in this election. 
To sign up, visit www.sos.wa.gov/
elections/myvote/olvr.html.
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Bethel Pride is produced by the 
Bethel School District. 

Krista Carlson:
Communications Director,  
Bethel Pride Editor; 253.683.6051; 
kcarlson@bethelsd.org

Bethel Pride Contributors:
Doug Boyles and Timra Knox

Bethel School District is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and complies with all federal rules and 
regulations, including Title IX, RCW 28A.640, RCW 
28A.642 and Section 504. Bethel does not discriminate 
on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, 
national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran 
or military status, sexual orientation including 
gender expression or identity, the presence of any 
disability, or use of a trained service animal by a 
person with a disability in its programs and activities 
and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and 
other designated youth groups. Please contact Title 
IX officer, Bryan Streleski, Director of Athletics and 
Security at 253.683.6055, Section 504 coordinator Lori 
Haugen, Executive Director of Special Education, at 
253.683.6920 or the Civil Rights coordinator, Debbie 
Carlman, Director of Equity and Achievement at 
253.683.6035 with any questions or complaints.

Under the Open Records Act, the public is 
afforded full access to information concerning the 
administration and operations of the school district 
(policy 4040). This information is limited to records 
not protected by state and federal privacy laws. 
For more information on access to school district 
records, call the records custodian, Kathryn Kemp, 
at 253.683.6000.

I N  B R I E F

Nurses Corner:  Healthy Snacking

Now Enrolling: Spanish 
Dual Language Program 

Thompson Elementary is now 
seeking candidates for its Span-
ish Dual Language Program.  This 
academically challenging and 
enriching program focuses on 
developing student bilingual and 
biliterate proficiency in Spanish 
and English languages.

Enrollment in the program is 
limited to kindergarten and first 
grade students who are either na-
tive Spanish or English speakers.

Parents can learn more about 
the program’s design, philosophy, 
and how to enroll at a series of 
parent nights. English speaking 
families should plan to attend 
either March 10 or March 17. The 
meeting for Spanish speaking 
families is March 3.  All meetings 
are from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the 
school. This program is open to all 
students throughout the district.  
Attendance at one of these parent 
nights is required for the admis-
sions process.

At kindergarten and first grade, 
approximately 90% of instruction 
will be in Spanish and 10% will 
be in English, to facilitate early 
Spanish language acquisition and 
literacy development. As students 
transition to higher grades, more 
of the instruction will shift to 
English. By fifth grade, there will 
be an equal division, a 50/50 split 
of Spanish and English content.

 To learn more, call 253.683.5800. 
For more details, visit www.beth-
elsd.org. 

Scholarships available
It is the season for students 

interested in pursuing higher edu-
cation, colleges or universities,   
to begin looking and applying for 
scholarships. A great resource for 
families in our area is the Bethel 
Education Scholarship Team Dol-
lars for Scholars program. 

Each year, BEST allocates thou-
sands of dollars to support stu-
dents seeking college degrees.

To learn more about the op-
portunities that are available for 
students, or to apply for aid, visit 
their website, www.best.dollars-
forscholars.org.

Middle Schools prep for  
Battle of the Books

Students across the district are 
preparing for a new ‘battle royale.’ 
On March 29, middle school teams 
will compete for the coveted ‘Bat-
tle of the Books’  championship. 
This year’s event is set for  7 p.m. 
at  Bethel Middle School.

Battle of the Books is a fun, trivia 
program where students answer 
questions about books they have 
read.  Elementary schools will host 
a similar ‘battle’ on May 19 at 7 
p.m. at Cougar Mountain Middle 
School.

Volunteer spotlight:  Sandy Seigel 

Snacking in-between meals 
can help sustain energy and 
concentration, but it is important 
to remember that snacks are not 
meant to be substitutes for meals, 
and should be a significantly 
smaller portion size.  When 
choosing a snack, there are several 
important factors to consider.

Fruits and vegetables make 
good snacks because they have 
lots of vitamins and are low in 
calories and fats. Other healthy 
snacks include whole grain cereals 
(where sugar is not listed as one of 
the first two ingredients), string 

cheese, yogurt, and popcorn. It is 
okay to have snacks like doughnuts 
or ice cream occasionally, but they 
should not be a significant part of 
your diet.  

H e a l t h y  d i e t a r y  h a b i t s 
are directly related to overall 
health, academic performance, 
and adolescent growth and 
development. Because of this, 
schools have started to implement 
healthy snacking guidelines. The 
new guidelines stipulate that 
snacks must be less than 200 
calories, have less than 230 mg. 
of sodium, that the total fat is 

less than or equal to 35% of the 
snack’s calories, that the saturated 
fat is less than 10% of the snack’s 
calories, have 0 grams of trans 
fat, and the sugar limit must 
not exceed 35% of the weight of 
the snack. The complete list of 
healthy snacks in schools can 
be found online by going to the 
Bethel School District website and 
clicking on “Departments,” “Child 
Nutrition,” and then selecting the 
link for “Smart Snacks.”  

Eating a healthy balanced diet 
includes healthy snack choices 
between meals. By following these 

simple guidelines for healthy 
snacking you will be able to 
improve your health for the rest 
of your life.

The U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services,  along 
with the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, recently published 
the eighth edition of their “Dietary 
Guidelines for  Americans,” 
that  has  recommendations 
for a healthy diet.  You can 
find it online at http://health.
gov/dietaryguidelines/2015/
guidelines/.

Project Homeless Connect serves Bethel community
In January, Bethel once again 

was proud to  host  Project 
Homeless Connect.  Project 
Homeless Connect is a quarterly 
e v e n t  t h a t  i n v i t e s  p e o p l e 
experiencing homelessness to 
a location that is filled with free 
services, resources and giveaways.

This time around there was 
health care providers, free tax help, 
and a pet center filled with free 
pet food, leashes and toys. “This 
is a scaled-down version,” said 
Martha Davis, Project Homeless 
Connect’s giveaway coordinator. 
“Typically we have DSHS on site, 
dentists on site – we do have a 
medical team here today. We’ve 
done everything from flu shots to 
smoking cessation. There are all 
kinds of things.” 

Davis said having so many 
services in one place was really 
beneficial to their clients. “Some 
of them don’t have cars – they may 
not necessarily have the skills to 
go find someplace else – so they 
come here, where they can get all 
their resources at the same time.”

The giveaways are a huge part 
of Project Homeless Connect, 
said Davis. “You’ve got to make 
sure that everybody that comes 
through gets some basic toiletries,” 
she  said. “We have shampoo, 
conditioner, toothbrushes and 
toothpaste. We have coats, we 
have gloves, we have some hats, 
and then we have clothing for 
children that might be with them.”

A l o n g  w i t h  n e w  c l o t h e s, 
children also found toys at the 
event, and Davis knows a lot 

about that. She also serves as 
the executive director for the Toy 
Rescue Mission in Tacoma. “My 
charity furnishes all of the toys for 
the children,” she said.

Davis is passionate about the 
items she’s able to hand out to 
people who come to Project 
Homeless Connect events. “The 
first year I became involved 
with Project Homeless Connect 
we were only giving out socks, 
toothbrushes and toothpaste. We 
would ask people from different 
offices to collect stuff for us, and 
rarely did we get enough. So I did 
a sock drive and collected 5,000 
pairs of socks the first year and 
that’s how I got involved. They 
asked me, ‘Hey, would you like to 
take this over?’ And I said sure, I’d 
be happy to.”

Project Homeless Connect 
attendees also received a hot 
meal at the Spanaway event  
thanks to Hometown Dogs, a 
non-profit organization that helps 
the disabled population get jobs 
in the community. Sabrina Carter 
is the food service manager for 
the Centerforce Food Service 
Training Program. “I’m happy to 
be out here to help and support. 
We both have the same mission, 
just to help out and make things 
a little easier.”

Project Homeless Connect 
started as an annual event held 
at the Tacoma Dome. But the 
group quickly realized that wasn’t 
enough. “Homeless people need 
help every day,” said Davis, “so we 
started doing quarterly events.”

Bethel is now home to one of 
those four events, and this year 
Davis said it was also part of the 
annual Point In Time homeless 
count in Pierce County. “So we 
can actually get a true count of 
the people in Pierce County that 
don’t have a home to go home to.”

Alanna Rodgers is the director 
of community relations for Sound 
Outreach, the group behind 
Project Homeless Connect. She 
said 2015 was Project Homeless 
Connect’s biggest year yet, with 
3,100 people served throughout 
the year.  December’s event was a 
big reason for that number, “1,700 
people showed up!” she said, 
about the holiday-themed event. 

“We gave away 700 pictures with 
Santa, and they got to walk away 
with the actual picture. We had 
jackets and Barbies and LEGOs, 
and it was amazing!” said Rodgers.

“The thing that I love about 
Project Homeless Connect is that 
we don’t do income verification,” 
said Rodgers. “So anyone that 
needs something is able to come 
to the event and not worry about 
it.”

If you’d like to get involved, 
donate, or learn more about 
Project Homeless Connect, you 
can visit their website at www.
soundoutreach.org/project-
homeless-connect.

The Bethel School District was proud to once again host Project Homeless
Connect, a quarterly event that brings together resources and services 
for those experiencing homelessness.

Sandy Seigel was recognized 
for her ongoing efforts in our 
community during a recent 
assembly  at  Camas Prair ie 
Elementary. Mrs. Seigel donates 
loaves of bread and handmade 
blankets to many elementary 
schools in our district, and has 
done so for many years. Principal 
Cassandra Stephani thanked Mrs. 
Seigel for her generosity and for 
the difference she is making in 
the lives of Bethel’s students and 
families.

Each week, Mrs. Seigel collects 

between 300 and 500 loaves of 
bread from local companies. She 
hand delivers them to schools, 
so the counselors can get them 
to the students and families that 
need them. “Many families in our 
school community are in need,” 
Mrs. Seigel said. “I could get 1,000 
loaves of bread a week and that 
still wouldn’t be enough.”

Along with her donations of 
bread, Mrs. Seigel’s been making 
blankets for children in our 
community for the past 14 years, 
averaging nearly 200 each year.

D o  y o u  k n o w  h o w  B e t h e l  g o t  i t s  n a m e ?
The Bethel School District is proudly named for Ruth Wilkinson Bethel, the first female superintendent 

in Pierce County. Born in 1890, Mrs. Bethel spent almost 50 years working in education, first serving as a 
teacher in a one-room school, and eventually serving as the Pierce County Superintendent. Mrs. Bethel 
saw many changes throughout her career, including the consolidation of the Bethel School District, which 
was made up of 34 smaller districts. 

Ruth Bethel’s first teaching job was a one-room schoolhouse in Whatcom County located on an island. 
Mrs. Bethel rowed a boat back and forth to school each day. She moved to Pierce County and taught in 
the Roy School District before becoming the principal of Roy High School in 1930. Five years later, she 
became the superintendent of the Roy School District.

The Great Depression and Roy’s decline during the 1930s made Mrs. Bethel’s job a tough one. Schools 
were short of money, and bond elections were defeated. Mrs. Bethel often stepped in to help and in 1932 
she was even given permission to transport students to Roy with her own car, when buses were unavailable.

Roy High School burned to the ground in 1942. When it was not rebuilt, Mrs. Bethel accepted a position 
in the Pierce County Superintendent’s Office. She was named Acting County Superintendent during the 
superintendent’s term of World War II military service. When he returned, Mrs. Bethel became his deputy 
until he resigned. She was then elected, and served as Pierce County Superintendent from 1948 to 1958.

The Bethel School District was formed in 1949 by combining 34 separate districts in our area, includ-
ing Elk Plain, Kapowsin, Spanaway, Rocky Ridge, and Roy. The new district was named after Mrs. Bethel 
thanks to the suggestion of a seventh grade student from Roy.

In 1952, Mrs. Bethel witnessed the opening of Bethel High School, strategically located near the center of 
the new, sprawling district that bears her name. Ruth Bethel eventually retired from public service and passed away in 1967.

 

Pictured above: Sandy Seigel (left) is recognized by Camas Prairie prin-
cipal Cassandra Stephani (right).
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The Wear It Out Clothing Bank 
and its group of loyal volunteers 
provide a weekly shopping 
experience that is completely free 
to those in need in our area. “We’re 
proud to be here and helping the 
community,” said volunteer Angie 
DerHammer.

Located in two portables on 
the campus of the old Spanaway 
Elementary School on Pacific 
Avenue, DerHammer said Wear 
It Out provides more than just 
free clothes. “We serve a lot of 
the homeless, and we have a lot 
of people living in cars, and a lot 
of times when they’re living on 
the street everything gets stolen, 
so they come in and they have 
nothing.”

With an average of 125 people 
visiting Wear It Out every Saturday, 
volunteer Jean Tobolski said 
she sees a lot of need in our 
community. “A lot of people, 
they’ve lost their jobs, or maybe 
they’ve gotten burned out of 

their apartment, a lot of things 
like that.”

The Wear It Out Clothing Bank 
is a partnership between the 
Bethel School District and the Real 

Cadet Sergeant Major Aidan 
Kees is finishing out his senior 
year at Graham-Kapowsin High 
School as the Battalion Operations 
Sergeant Major. Kees recently 
learned that after graduation, his 
military career will continue at the 
United States Military Academy at 
West Point.

Kees has been interested in 
joining the service since his 
freshman year when he joined 
JROTC. “My grandfather served 
in the Special Forces in Vietnam. 
That was my inspiration to join 
the Army, and that’s why I joined 
JROTC,” he said.

Aidan Kees will be heading to West 
Point after graduation following 
four years of JROTC at Graham-
Kapowsin High School.

Retired Chief Warrant Officer 
3 Michael Meray leads Graham-
Kapowsin’s JROTC cadets.  He 
started the program 11 years ago 
and has seen many cadets come 
and go. “This will be my third 
cadet at West Point,” he said. “I 
had one just graduate last year.” 

Meray said he loved seeing his 
students succeed after graduation, 
no matter their path. “There’s 
kind of this misconception that 
everybody in JROTC joins the 
military, and it couldn’t be further 
from the truth. Probably less than 
10% actually go into the service. 
So a lot of our kids continue on in 

G K H S  s t u d e n t  h e a d i n g  t o  We s t  P o i n t

W e a r  I t  O u t  C l o t h i n g  B a n k

Volunteers at the Wear It Out Clothing Bank provide free clothes to approximately 125 people every Saturday.

Life Family Center. Volunteers 
graciously accept donations from 
the community, sort through them 
in one portable, and then move 
them into the other portable, 
which serves as the store. “So we 
can give them a blanket, we can 
give them clothes. We just don’t 
have sleeping bags now, we need 
stuff like that,” said DerHammer.

Wear It Out is open on Saturdays 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The 
number of items each family 

can take home depends on that 
week’s donations. “Today it’s 20, 
sometimes it goes down to five,” 
said Tobolski. “It just depends on 
donations, but normally it’s 20.  
We’ve been having some good 
donations.”

Clothing of all sizes, hats, 
gloves, shoes, flashlights, blankets, 
sleeping bags and more can all 
be donated on Saturdays from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. as well as on 
the first and third Thursdays of 

every month from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. “We always need donations,” 
DerHammer said.

Wear It Out is always looking 
for more volunteers too, and 
DerHammer said if they can get 
enough regular volunteers on 
their schedule, they’d like to open 
Wear It Out for another shopping 
day during the week. If you’re 
interested in volunteering, you 
can email Angie DerHammer at 
grneydldy98387@gmail.com.

Wear It Out is open 
for donations the first 
and third Thursdays 
of every month from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 
every Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Looking for an online 
educational program?

The Bethel Elementary Learning 
Academy nurtures inquisitive 
minds with a K-12 approach that 
focuses of big ideas, repetition, 
and mastery of concepts.   The K-5 
course offerings include recurring 
themes that build on the previous 
grades, teaching and weaving an 
ever-richer tapestry of knowledge.  

This program’s individualized 
approach allows children to work 
at their own pace.   And, with 
more than 700 lessons per subject, 
children can also dive deeply into 
areas of interest.

Interested families can attend 
a BELA informational meeting 
on April 20 from 7 to 8 p.m. at the 
Graham Public Library. For more 
info, call 253.683.8534 or visit 
www.bethelsd.org/bela.

2016/17 Transfer requests
First consideration deadline 

for accepting student transfer 
requests for the 2016/17  school 
year will be March 11 for all 
grades, K through 12. Requests 
received after the deadline may 
not be considered until the week 
of Aug. 15. Requests submitted 
after Aug. 15 will be reviewed after 
Sept. 16 when actual enrollment 
counts are in. A student transfer 
request form may be completed 
and submitted online through 
the district’s website. All transfer 
requests for 2016/17 will be done 
electronically.

Requests submitted by March 
11, will be approved or denied 
by April 15. This will be based 
on criteria outlined in board 
policy and procedure 3131 
and 3141.  Parents will provide 
transportation for students who 
voluntarily attend a school outside 
their attendance area.  For more 
information, call  253.683.6012 or 
253.683.6014. Students previously 
approved need not apply unless 
they are changing schools. 

Register now for Bethel 
Rec Baseball & Softball

Bethel Recreation will  be 
accepting registration for  its 
baseball and softball programs 
from now through March 20. The 
season will run mid-April through 
mid-June. 

To participate, children must be 
in grades K-6 and live within the 
Bethel School District boundaries, 
or attend one of our schools. 
Home-schooled players must 
provide birth certificate and proof 
of residency. 

Practices start April 18.  There is 
a jamboree scheduled for April 30 
and games start May 2. The cost is 
$55 per student. Families can sign 
up anytime online at bethelrec.
org or register in person at The 
Lineup, Monday through Friday 
from  11 a.m. to  6 p.m. 

For more information, call 
253.683.5940.

Mobile Family Access
There’s no need to wait until 

parent-teacher conferences to get 
valuable information about your 
student. Family Access provides 
up-to-the-minute information 
about your student’s academic 
progress and attendance. Parents 
and guardians can view grades 
and assignments; sign up for 
daily attendance notifications; 
grade notifications; and daily, 
weekly or monthly progress 
reports via email. You can also file 
absence requests through Family 
Access, update phone numbers, 
addresses, and emails; as well as 
check on your student’s health 
and immunization information.

For more information about 
Family Access, contact your 
student’s school or visit www.
bethelsd.org/Page/651.

I N  B R I E F

Chaiya Odle is a junior at 
Graham-Kapowsin High School, 
where she sings in the choir. She 
said she’s been participating in 
choir since the fifth grade. “It’s 
kind of a natural thing to sing and 
have fun doing it,” she said.

Fellow choir member Karl 
Stallman, a GKHS senior, has 
been singing since the second 
grade, though it wasn’t his idea. 
“My friend dragged me there 
originally; I just stayed because of 
the atmosphere. It’s like a family 
in there.”

Choir isn’t the only musical 
group Karl belongs too. He’s been 
playing the cello in orchestra 
since the fourth grade. Choir 
director Jason Saunders said that 
makes Karl one of the many GKHS 
musicians that participate in more 
than one music class. “One thing 
that’s pretty unique about GK’s 
music programs is how many 
kids we have doing more than 
one ensemble,” he said. We have 
band kids in choir, we have band 
kids in orchestra, orchestra kids 
in choir; it really helps bind the 
groups together.”

That passion for music isn’t 
just confined to the classroom 
either; Saunders said it continues 
outside of the regular school 
hours as well. “What’s really great 

to see is how invested all of the 
kids are. Every day after school 
you’re going to walk in and see 20 
to 35 kids practicing music. Every 
single day.”

Along with extra rehearsals 
outside of class time, Stallman 
said students frequently take 
music home with them so they 

E v e r y o n e ’s  v o i c e  c o u n t s

can independently identify their 
own problems; because when 
they’re in class, that’s time that 
needs to be spent on how the 
group sounds as a whole.

To achieve that, the larger choir 
breaks up into sectionals, each 
lead by students, to focus on the 
notes and rhythms of each section 

of the choir. That’s immensely 
important, because as Odle said, 
“everyone’s voice counts.”

To see and hear the GKHS 
choir in action, visit our YouTube 
Channel at www.youtube.com/
bethelschools.

school, or CTE helps prepare them 
to go out into the workforce.”

Meray said Kees’ success was 
well deserved. “If I had to match 
him against some of the other 
kids that came through here, I’d 
say he’s definitely top five. He’s an 
amazing young man and I see him 
doing very well, at West Point and 
as an Army officer.”

Graham-Kapowsin High School’s choir teacher, Jason Saunders, works with a student during rehearsal.
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Art Fair 2016

Alexis Reimers
“Colorful Cat”

11th grade, BHS

Jace Black
Untitled

7th grade, FMS

Carly Johnson
“Sippin’ on Sunshine”

11th grade, BHS Christopher Wilson
“White O’s on Red”

1st grade, TE

Chase Eaton
“Spinning”

12th grade, SLHS

Bethel’s annual Art Festival once again showcased some of the talented student artists from around our district! Artwork is judged by a panel of artists and 
awards are given to students in several age categories. This year, students submitted hundreds of items for judgment in the 2D, 3D and photography categories. 

Congratulations to all of our winners!

Kasey Whitney
“Polar Bear and Aurora 

Borealis”
4th grade, NSE

Bethel School District

Art Fair 2016 
Winners

Kindergarten and 1st Grade:
1st: “Fall Leaves”  Tariq Taylor  PVE 
2nd: “White O’s on Red” Christopher Wilson TE 
3rd : “Self-Portrait”  Nixon Kirk  NTE 
1st: “Family Snail Race” Bella Becker  CE 
2nd: “Fire Salamander” Connor Stoddard EPSOC 
3rd: “Orange Bird”  Marissa Gomez  NSE 

2nd and 3rd Grade:
1st: “Polar Bear”  Tristan Schnell  NE 
2nd: “Catching Snowflakes” Jayden Davis  PVE 
3rd: “Red Roofed House 
 in the Sun”  Malia Gomez  CPE 
1st: “Mermaid”  Brooklyn Munguia SE 
2nd: “Twisted Stained Glass” Savana Black  EPSOC 
3rd: “Orange Square” Evan McNellis  TE 

4th and 5th Grade:
1st: “Polar Bear &
  Aurora Borealis” Kasey Whitney  NSE 
2nd: “Blossom Tree”  Lela McDonald  CE 
3rd: “Bug”   Emma Bayne  GE 
1st: “Clay Creature”  Alexandria Van Kirk NE 
2nd: “Artist’s Bedroom” Audrey Chappell NSE 
3rd: “Zentangle Box” Devin Wick  GE
 
6th through 8th Grade:
1st: “Girl with Basket” Julie Ham  SMS 
2nd: “Untitled”  Erica Nixon  CMS 
3rd: “Wolf”   Avry Couture  BMS 
1st: “Squirt”   Giselle Smith  BMS 
2nd: “Rainbow Glass” Justin Carter  EPSOC 
3rd: “Untitled”  Jace Black  FMS 

9th through 12th Grade:
1st: “Native Dreams” Natalie Elston  SLHS 
2nd: “Head in the Clouds” Zoe Elston  SLHS 
3rd: “Tabitha”  Jennifer Swanberg GKHS 
1st: “Honey Comb”  Madison Ensminger SLHS 
2nd: “Sippin’ on Sunshine” Carly Johnson  BHS 
3rd: “Mandala Plate”  Taylor Franzen  BHS 
1st: “Night Mares”  Anne Antanavage SLHS 
2nd: “Spinning”  Chase Eaton  SLHS 
3rd: “Angst”   Makayla Haywood GKHS 

Superintendent’s Awards:
2D “Fall Leaves”  Tariq Taylor  PVE 
2D “Girl with Basket” Julie Ham  SMS 
3D “Rainbow Glass” Justin Carter  EPSOC 
2D “Native Dreams” Natalie Elston  SLHS 
PH “Night Mares”  Anne Antanavage SLHS 
PH “Angst”   Makayla Haywood GKHS 
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Art Fair 2016

Natalie Elston
“Native Dreams”
11th grade, SLHS

Erica Nixon
Untitled

6th grade, CMS

Malia Gomez
“Red Roofed House in 

the Sun”
2nd grade, CPE

Julie Ham
“Girl with Basket”
8th grade, SMS

Zoe Elston
“Head in the Clouds”

12th grade, SLHS

Bethel’s annual Art Festival once again showcased some of the talented student artists from around our district! Artwork is judged by a panel of artists and 
awards are given to students in several age categories. This year, students submitted hundreds of items for judgment in the 2D, 3D and photography categories. 

Congratulations to all of our winners!

Taylor Franzen
“Mandala Plate”
12th grade, BHS

Bethel School District

Art Fair 2016 
Winners

Kindergarten and 1st Grade:
1st: “Fall Leaves”  Tariq Taylor  PVE 
2nd: “White O’s on Red” Christopher Wilson TE 
3rd : “Self-Portrait”  Nixon Kirk  NTE 
1st: “Family Snail Race” Bella Becker  CE 
2nd: “Fire Salamander” Connor Stoddard EPSOC 
3rd: “Orange Bird”  Marissa Gomez  NSE 

2nd and 3rd Grade:
1st: “Polar Bear”  Tristan Schnell  NE 
2nd: “Catching Snowflakes” Jayden Davis  PVE 
3rd: “Red Roofed House 
 in the Sun”  Malia Gomez  CPE 
1st: “Mermaid”  Brooklyn Munguia SE 
2nd: “Twisted Stained Glass” Savana Black  EPSOC 
3rd: “Orange Square” Evan McNellis  TE 

4th and 5th Grade:
1st: “Polar Bear &
  Aurora Borealis” Kasey Whitney  NSE 
2nd: “Blossom Tree”  Lela McDonald  CE 
3rd: “Bug”   Emma Bayne  GE 
1st: “Clay Creature”  Alexandria Van Kirk NE 
2nd: “Artist’s Bedroom” Audrey Chappell NSE 
3rd: “Zentangle Box” Devin Wick  GE
 
6th through 8th Grade:
1st: “Girl with Basket” Julie Ham  SMS 
2nd: “Untitled”  Erica Nixon  CMS 
3rd: “Wolf”   Avry Couture  BMS 
1st: “Squirt”   Giselle Smith  BMS 
2nd: “Rainbow Glass” Justin Carter  EPSOC 
3rd: “Untitled”  Jace Black  FMS 

9th through 12th Grade:
1st: “Native Dreams” Natalie Elston  SLHS 
2nd: “Head in the Clouds” Zoe Elston  SLHS 
3rd: “Tabitha”  Jennifer Swanberg GKHS 
1st: “Honey Comb”  Madison Ensminger SLHS 
2nd: “Sippin’ on Sunshine” Carly Johnson  BHS 
3rd: “Mandala Plate”  Taylor Franzen  BHS 
1st: “Night Mares”  Anne Antanavage SLHS 
2nd: “Spinning”  Chase Eaton  SLHS 
3rd: “Angst”   Makayla Haywood GKHS 

Superintendent’s Awards:
2D “Fall Leaves”  Tariq Taylor  PVE 
2D “Girl with Basket” Julie Ham  SMS 
3D “Rainbow Glass” Justin Carter  EPSOC 
2D “Native Dreams” Natalie Elston  SLHS 
PH “Night Mares”  Anne Antanavage SLHS 
PH “Angst”   Makayla Haywood GKHS 
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For their winter community service project, students at Liberty Middle 
School held a pet food drive to benefit Sunny Sky's Animal Rescue. Dur-
ing the week-long drive, students brought in over 1,000 items, including 
food, toys, and cleaning supplies for the shelter! 

Be t h e l  s c h o o l s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y 
m e m b e r s  a re  g e t t i n g  re c o g n i ze d . 

Here’s a look at what they’ve been up to. 

In the
Spot light

T h e  f i n e s t  h i g h  s c h o o l 
music students from across 
Washington have received 
top honors by being selected 
to participate in one of the 
Washington Music Educators 
Association’s All-State Honor 
Groups. The Bethel students 
listed below joined hundreds 
of other outstanding musicians 
for rehearsals and performances 
over Presidents Day weekend. 
For more information visit www.
wmea.org. 

All-State Symphonic Choir: 
Raven Biehner, Paris Bruce, 
Brooke Weeks, BHS; Sharee 
Bentley, Hayden Goldsberry, 

Student musicians selected 
for All-State Honors

The Naches Trail Lego Elites 
FLL robotics team has advanced 
to the state championships 
after success in the semi-finals. 
The Elites also received the 
Teamwork Award during that 
competition.

“Our goal for this season 
was to earn recognition in the 
category of teamwork,” said 
Matt Mokos, a member of the 
Naches Trail team. “So, it was 
exceptionally exciting for us to 
be awarded this prize.”

“If we work together, we can 
accomplish so much more 
than we ever could working 

Naches Trail Elementary robotics team advances to state meet 

Students in Graham-Kapowsin 
High School’s JROTC program 
recently competed in their second 
drill meet of the year and earned 
some incredible individual and 
team awards.

***
1st Place:
Armed Drill Team, Unarmed Drill 
Team, Physical Strength Team 
#1, Unarmed Duels Team, Boyd/
Winstel;  Commanders Award: 
Unarmed Commander, Aidan Kees; 
Iron Man, Brandon Curry; Unarmed 
Drill Down, Dakota Garcia

2nd Place:  
Armed Duels Team,  Alejandre 

GKHS JROTC drill receives high marks

alone!” said Mackenzie Horak. And 
her teammate Gideon Godinez 
agreed, “We learned a lot about 
ourselves and that we can put our 
talents together to accomplish great 
things.”

Ryan Clark said their journey to 
state wasn’t an easy one. “It's been 
quite a roller coaster this season, 
full of hurdles. But looking back, 
the challenges made it that much 
more fun.”

A n d  C h l o e  Fl o r y  s a i d  t h e 
competition allowed them to work 
alongside their peers from other 
districts. “It was fun getting to learn 
about all the different projects that 

different teams from around the 
South Sound region had been 
working on all season. We met 
lots of new people and made 
new friends.”

“It has been a journey for sure, 
and one not traveled alone,” 
said coach Allison Horak, who 
coaches the Naches Trail team 
alongside Mary Jean Kolowinski. 
“Without the support of our 
school, the CTE department, our 
families, our sponsor (TwinStar 
Credit Union), our mentors, and 
each other – it would certainly be 
a dream unrealized. The LEGO 
Elites thank you all!”

G athering fo o d for  Fido

Morales; Color Guard Team #1; 
Iron Man, Cody Lenoir; 
Commanders Award: Armed 
Commander, Chase Berg; Armed 
Drill Down, David Wilson

3rd Place:   
Physical Strength Team #2; Color 
Guard Team #2; Iron Man,  Aidan 
Kees; Iron Woman,  Trinity Colvin; 
Unarmed Drill Down,  Alexis 
Collier;  Armed Drill Down,  
Mason Potter

4th Place:
Marksmanship Team #1

5th Place:
Marksmanship Team #2

Nathaniel Infausto, Jarrett Larson, 
GKHS; Jacob Beck, Liam Kerschner, 
Jordan Lyons, Tyler Mathews, 
Andrew Montoya, Joey Moore-
Ringel, Cody Stevenson, Shaina 
Stuckey, Kehanu Tuiasosopo, Elijah 
Umipeg, SLHS.

All-State Treble Choir:  Alia Haro, 
Keelie Hyppa,  BHS;  Perla Lopez, 
GKHS; Shelby Purcell, Hailee Ray,  
Kaila Stuckey, Kayla Waycaster, 
SLHS

All-State Orchestra:   Lexi 
Harkrider, BHS

All-State Concert Band:  Avery 
Floyd, BHS; Shannon Boyd, Mao 
Oizumi, Emily Powell,  GKHS

All-State Wind Ensemble:  Chaiya 
Odle, GKHS

Check out this awesome art project from Rocky Ridge Elementary! The "MLK Peace Wall" was created by 
students working with RRE's own Michael Syverson and Ger Gallagher!

Rocky Ridge honors Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
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Bethel athletes participate in National Signing Day

In February, Bethel School 
District’s second annual ‘Pack 
the Gym’ event brought together 
Unified Sports teams from Bethel, 
Graham-Kapowsin and Spanaway 
Lake high schools for an evening 
of fun and competition.

Unified Sports promotes social 
inclusion through shared sports 
training and competitive expe-
riences for students with and 
without disabilities. Bethel be-
gan making the shift to a Unified 
Sports program last year.

Aside from basketball, the dis-
trict also offers bowling, golf, and 
track and field. For more details 
about how to get involved, contact 
the schools. 

High schools ‘Pack the Gym’ to build unity

Bethel School District 
p r o u d l y  h o n o r s 
student athletes who 
w i l l  b e  co n t i n u i n g 
their education while 
competing in college 
sports.  We congratulate 
each of them on all of 
their accomplishments 
a n d  w i s h  t h e m 
continued success!

G athering fo o d for  Fido

favorites like home-style chicken 
soup, vegetarian three-bean chili, 
split-pea soup, and southwestern 
bean soup. Saulsbury said all 
the soups are made with shelf-
stable ingredients and are high 
in vegetarian protein. “They’re 
really easy, replicable recipes; 
so if they want to make more 
in the future, they’re all readily 
accessible ingredients.”

Bethel received 100 of these 
soup kits to distribute along 
with the new slow cookers. This 

donation is solving the problem 
Randy McElliott was beginning 
to see, “If they get the crockpot, 
I can give a meal for the families, 
and they all get to eat.” So now he’s 
focusing on getting donations for 
meals that can be made in slow 
cookers.

The first Bethel family to receive 
a slow cooker was designated 
by Diane Breen at Spanaway 
Elementary. “They have been 
homeless for awhile and are living 
with a relative,” she said. “They’re 

Slow cooker donations   (continued from page 1)

hoping to have enough money to 
move out in two months, and so 
for them it was a great gift.”

Saulsbury said it’s the kind of 
gift that can change lives. “For 
a working family, where both 
parents are working sometimes 
two or three jobs, you don’t have 
time to put two hours into cooking 
a meal at the end of the day. So 
that’s where the microwave meals 
come from. But with the slow 
cooker and these pre-made soup 
kits, you just put it all in the slow 

cooker, let it go all day, and then 
you have a healthy, hot meal that 
can feed your entire family for a 
day or two.”

But it doesn’t end there. “A lot 
of the agencies are developing 
education pieces to go along 
with the slow cookers to get 
kids involved in cooking,” said 
Saulsbury. “This is a great way 
to incorporate healthy food 
education and cooking, and 
getting kids really involved in 
more healthy eating behaviors, 

while also feeding the entire 
family.”

With the first slow cooker 
already in the hands of a family, 
Diane Breen sees a brighter future 
ahead. “It’s exciting,” she said. “It’s 
more than just receiving a crock 
pot, for them it’s a great boost.”

***
You can learn more about 

United Way’s Power Pack program 
at www.uwpc.org/power-pack.



L e a d e r s h i p  s t u d e n t s  a t 
Challenger High School are always 
looking for ways to give back to 
the community. So when they 
realized it had been ten years since 
Challenger had hosted a blood 
drive, they knew what needed to 
be done.

Patricia Hernandez of Cascade 
Regional Blood Services visited 
Challenger and spoke to the 
leadership students. “She talked 
to the kids about the importance 
of donating, and how it helps 
people in the community,” said 
leadership advisor Alison Von 
Stein. “The students were excited 
about it.”

The leadership students then 
took the message to advisory 
classes across campus, and signed 
up their peers and teachers to 
donate blood. 

Staff and students got behind 
the Challenger blood drive in a 

Challenger students give back
big way. Cascade collected 20 
units of blood from the drive, and 
the majority of the donors were 
donating for the first time.

“I just like helping people,” said 
senior Lora Carpenter. “It’s a good 
way to give back.”

Of course, Cascade’s giveaways 
were also appreciated.

“Free t-shirts!” joked senior Joe 
Alexander. “And I got a banana!”

Hernandez said high school 
blood drives play an essential role 
in our community. “Right now the 
schools provide 25% of the blood 
supply in the county,” she said.

With that in mind, Challenger 
is planning their next blood drive 
for this spring, and Hernandez 
couldn’t have been more excited. 
“The Bethel School District is 
awesome to us,” she said. “We 
get incredible support from this 
district.”

Tech Challenge Winners
Congratulations to the winners of this year's Technology Challenge, held at the 2016 Technology and Art Fair! Students from 

Spanaway Elementary, Spanaway Middle School and Graham-Kapowsin High School each won the prize for their division.
This year's Technology Challenge was a challenge-based learning project in which students identified a digital citizenship problem 

in their school. In response to the problem, students created a public service announcement and digital poster to address the issue 
and inform the public of a solution.

D I S T R I C T  C A L E N D A R

B S D  S C H O O L  B O A R D
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Warren Smith
President
253.531.2211
wsmith@bethelsd.org

Amy Pivetta Hoffman
Vice-President
253.720.3020
apivettaho@bethelsd.org

Stanley Chapin
253.847.1614
schapin@bethelsd.org

John Manning
253.537.5521
jmanning@bethelsd.org

Brenda Rogers
360.893.5425
brogers@bethelsd.org

MARCH
Mar. 2:  Late Arrival

Mar. 8:  School Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

Mar. 18:  Elementary & MS End 
of 2nd Trimester, Early Dismissal

Mar. 22:  School  Board Meeting, 
SME, 7 p.m.

Mar. 28:  Kindergarten 
registration begins

Mar. 28-Mar. 31:  Elementary 
Conferences, Early Dismissal

Mar. 28:  Last day to update 
voter registration and to register 
online

APRIL
Apr. 1:  Elementary Conferences, 
Early Dismissal

Apr. 4-Apr. 8:  Spring Break (No 
School)

Apr. 12:  School  Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

Apr. 15:  High School End of 3rd 
Quarter - Report Card Prep (Early 
Dismissal)

Apr. 18:  Last day for in-person 
voter registration

Apr. 26:  School Board Meeting, 
CCE, 7 p.m.

Apr. 26:  Election Day. Postmark 
or drop off ballots by 8 p.m.

MAY
May 4:  Late Arrival

May 10: School Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

May 17-19: Secondary 
Conferences, Early Dismissal

May 24: School Board Meeting, 
SMS, 7 p.m. 

May 27: Snow Make-up or 
Spring Break (No School)

May 30:  Memorial Day (No 
School)

JUNE
June 1: Late Arrival

June 10: Elementary & MS 
Report Card Prep, Early Dismissal

June 14: School Board Meeting, 
CMMS , 7 p.m.

June 15/16: High School 
Graduation Ceremonies

June 20:  Last Day of School

The 2016 Technology and Art Fair not only gave the community a chance to see the award-
winning artwork our students have been creating (see pages 4-5), but it also gave students a 
chance to show off all the apps, electronics and excitement they’ve been experiencing in their 
classrooms. It also gave the community an opportunity to get hands-on with some cutting-edge 
technology. From robots you could ride on, to handheld Sphero robots – that look like miniature 
versions of Star Wars’ BB-8 – Graham-Kapowsin High School was buzzing with energy for both 
young and old alike.


